
How to move a turtle

Hamburger Method

Pizza Method

Always use two hands and approach the turtle from behind. Be aware that a turtle may pee on
you, hiss, kick, and otherwise try to stop you from carrying it. Place the turtle well off the road
into the grass and not directly in water. We recommend you wear gloves and always wash your
hands after helping a turtle.

Always move a turtle in the direction they
are facing, even if away from water!

Use two hands like you are carrying a hamburger upside down. One hand goes on each side of the
turtle between its legs. This is a good hold for all smaller turtles that are not snapping turtles.

only help a turtle if it is safe for you to do so

Never remove a turtle from
its habitat

With your non-domminant hand, firmly grasp the shell between
tail and hind leg - NEVER hold a turtle by their tail!
Slide your dominant hand under the turtle so  palm is against
the turtle then anchor your elbow to your waist and gently lift.
Be prepared for the turtle to jerk / snap and when secure walk it
across the road

Snapping turtles are not aggressive, they are trying to scare you
away. It is important to keep your hands behind the midline of their
shell as they have long necks. This is why we recommend using the
pizza method: 

Large turtles can be placed on a car mat and pulled 


